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SUBJ: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY; DOD SALE NO. 50-61 12 
REF: STATE 106140, DTG 020300Z MAY 76 

1. EXPORTATION OP MAP EXCESS AIRCRAPT PROM ITALY TO THE U.S. 

IS A COMPLEX PROCESS INVOLVING APPROVAL OP MINISTRIES OF 
FINANCE, POREIGN COMMERCE AND DEPENSE. IN THIS CASE, THE 
BUYER'S PORWARDING AGENT WAS REPEATEDLY ADVISED BY THE MAAG 
THAT AN EXPORT PERMIT WAS REQUIRED. WHEN THE AGENT FINALLY 
APPLIED FOR A PERMIT ON MAY3, HE WAS INPORMED BY THE MINISTRY 
OP POREIGN COMMERCE THAT AN EXPORT PERMIT COULD NOT BE ISSUED 
TO A POREIGN COMPANY SITUATED ABROAD. THE AGENT HAS NOW 
ASKED THE EMBASSY TO TAKE ACTION TO OBTAIN A LICENSE TO 
EXPORT THE AIRCRAPT. 

2. IT IS REGRETTABLE THAT THE SHIPPING AGENT HAS ONLY DIS- 
COVERED AT THIS LATE DATE, ALTER ALL THE AIRCRAPT HAVE BEEN DE- 
LIVERED TO THE SHPPING PORT, THAT HIS CLIENT DOES NOT QUALITY 
UNDER ITALIAN LAW AS AN EXPORTER. HOWEVER, A MISSION OPPICER TODAY 
DISCUSSED THIS MATTER WITH THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OP IMPORT/ 

EXPORT OP THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN COMMERCE IN THE HOPE OP 
PINDING A SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEM. HE WAS INPORMED THAT IT 

MIGHT BE POSSIBLE TO CIRCUMVENT THE PRESENT DIPFICULTY. AS 
THE AIRCRAPT WERE IMPORTED AND NATIONALIZED BY THE MINISTRY 
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LICENSE REQUESTED BY AND ISSUED TO THE MINISTRY OE DEFENSE 
COULD BE USED TO EEFECT THE SHIPMENT OF THE AIRCRAFT. IN ORDER 
TO BE OF SERVICE TO THE AMERICAN BUYER, THE EMBASSY WILL SET THE 
PROCESS IN MOTION THROUGH THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AEFAIRS 
PRIOR TO A SCHEDULED INTERMINISTERIAL MEETING ON MAY 6. IN 
THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE MINISTRY OF 
FOREIGN COMMERCE BELIEVES THAT AN EXPORT LICENSE WOULD BE 
READY IN TIME TO PERMIT THE SHIPMENT TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED 
FOR MAY 15. 

3. THE DEPARTMENT MAY WISH TO POINT OUT TO CONGRESSMAN CORNELL 
THAT THE ENGAGEMENT OF THE USG IN THIS MATTER ENDED WITH THE 
SALE, THAT OUR CONTINUING INTEREST IN THIS MATTER DERIVES 
FROM THE TRADITIONAL CONCERN OF AMERICAN EMBASSIES ABROAD TO 
PROTECT THE INTERESTS OF AMERICAN CITIZENS AND IMPLIES NO 
ACCEPTANCE OF RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE DELAYS THAT HAVE OCCURRED 
IN THE MATTER.VOLPE 
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